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Abstract

This study explored the impact of infant-directed speech (IDS) versus adult-directed speech (ADS) on neural activity to familiar and
unfamiliar words in 6- and 13-month-old infants. Event-related potentials were recorded while infants listened to familiar words in
DS, familiar words in ADS, unfamiliar words in |1DS, and unfamiliar words in ADS. The results indicated that IDS elicited increased
neural activity compared to ADS for both age groups. Six-month-olds showed a boost in neural activity to IDS for familiar words
only. Thirteen-month-olds exhibited increased brain activity to IDS for both familiar and unfamiliar words. The results suggested
that IDS changed as a function of development and word familiarity and served as an attentional spotlight to increase brain activity
to potentially meaningful words. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2016 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

There are reasons to believe that infant-directed (ID) speech may make language acquisition easier for
infants. However, the effects of ID speech on infants' learning remain poorly understood. The
experiments reported here assess whether ID speech facilitates word segmentation from fluent
speech. One group of infants heard a set of nonsense sentences spoken with intonation contours
characteristic of adult-directed (AD) speech, and the other group heard the same sentences spoken
with intonation contours characteristic of ID speech. In both cases, the only cue to word boundaries
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Talker familiarity and spoken word recognition in school-
age children*
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SUSANNAH V. LEVI Show author details ~

Children understand familiar voices better than those of

Strangers ournal — | m ‘ A Share ‘ 66 Cite ‘ Rights & Permissions
Language
Date: October 6, 2014 PYra——
Source: New York University Article contents Research with adults has shown that spoken language processing is improved when listeners
Summary: Familiar voices can improve spoken language processing among school- Abstract are familiar with talkers' voices, known as the familiar talker advantage. The current study
age children, according to a study. However, the advantage of hearing a fa- — explored whether this ability extends to school-age children, who are still acquiring language.
miliar voice only helps children to process and understand words they al- P Children were familiarized with the voices of three German-English bilingual talkers and were

e - : : tested on the speech of six bilinguals, three of whom were familiar. Results revealed that
ready know well, not new words that aren't in their vocabularies.

children do show improved spoken lanquage processing when they are familiar with the



® o E/
B2

ERIE AN

PHOTORECE PTOIS

AMACRINE (RO D)
GESC HORIZONTAL
GEE
_—@©
’f ORp—— (=== o
el N | |
f O e i DUURLLU

NGLON = BIBSLAR.  pneToRECE STOR. 11
LS CELES ( CONE)




BPeh

m— : e +IRISHE AR

HMPEHR T ZREENEZT R EAEREMAE visual pathway IR R

PUOTCRECE PTOIS

NEQEEINE (ROD)
HORIZONTAL
Caildl
—O

/! {OR% )= T
[0 7 N
| /f-@/ © %}M“

) 2 ot

)
O O AT S L
O (o) <\

NGLION  BIPSLAR  oprprec £ oTof
, YN BRI T TPRECE PTOR, 19




Emiz0EE

PFEFTHNEFTEIPFAET N CFTIRETAEPFSYE
McGurk & MacDonald (1976)

audio-visual speech
perception

Llnﬂg A

McGurk effect 9



1

A8 35 R IhRURR

BIsTES 58 PRENEFCRENBET " HETLR

Supporting Communication for Infants and Toddlers

As an infant and toddler caregiver, you also become an infant's and toddler's language and communication partner. Infants grow from

turning their heads and responding to familiar faces and voices to being able to express their thoughts, feelings and experiences in wor
as toddlers. This amazing development occurs primarily through the interactions and experiences created by adult caregivers who use

communication and language with infants and toddlers in responsive and meaningful ways throughout the day. Take a moment to thin
about the responsive care you provide and the ways it affects infants’ and toddlers’ language and communication development.

The handout, More Than Baby Talk, outlines ten practices that support language and communication skills of infants and toddlers. The
table below highlights the practices that are presented and defined within the handout. In addition, you will find the research evidence
supports the use of each practice along with strategies and ideas for using the practice with infants and toddlers.
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The End
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